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would have been equivalent to taking part in the war,
and there were few people in the country so
Hellenically minded as to approve of that. Within
three weeks from the beginning of the war Thessaly
was in the hands of the Turks and the way to Athens
was open.

The Emperor William held the key to the situation,
for Russia and Austria would follow him, and the
Queen (it must have been a bitter pill) had to appeal
to him to insist on an armistice ; simultaneously she
sent a message to the King of Greece that he must
obey the conditions laid down by the Powers, if he
wanted the intervention which alone could save
Greece. Greece could no longer resist and the troops
from Crete were withdrawn. And William had the
intense satisfaction of informing his grandmother that
the King of Greece had begged for his intervention
and accepted his terms. He had great pleasure in
bringing the war to an end. That was the object in
view, but the Queen found it difficult to bear William's
" grandiloquent" telegrams, not even sent in cipher,
imperially informing her what he had done.

This happy conclusion had been arrived at before
the Queen's Diamond Jubilee in June, 1897. A
full six months earlier she had decreed that no
reigning Sovereigns should be invited. She was old,
and did not feel up to the fatigue of entertaining
them ; heirs-apparent and collaterals would not need
such personal efforts. Ambassadors of foreign Powers
were duly informed of this exclusiveness, and the
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